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CHARLES E. BENNElT 
UEYIEII 

3P 0151nw=. FLONOA 

mmgresa of the 

NAVSTA Mayport Administrative Record 
Document Index Number 

32228-000 
14.01.00.0003 

‘_T- 

lhouee of Represmtntibes 

November 15, 1989 

Captain Peter A. C, Long, USN 
Commanding Officer_ _ 

Naval Station 
Mayport, Florida 32228-5000 

‘: 

Dear Captain Long: 

I read the enclosed November 11 article and I am not sure 
what needs to be done or what can be done. .Is there something that 
I can help with in regard to this matter? kny input that you can 
give to me that would be helpful would be appreciated. 

With kindest regards, I am 

l 

CEB:des 
Enclosure 

Sincerely,, 
1 11 ! 

‘. 

I 

WASYNGTON OFFICEs 

2 107 MVBUnN 0LnwNG 
Y*snlNGtoll. OC 105 It 

F+nNE 202-225-2501 
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DER considers suit against Mayport, base 
By Qrey Thomas 
8taffmmst 

Florida offi&& have taken the 
flat rtcps. to have Marport NaMi 
Station puntnhed in court for snvl- 
ronmenIal vlolatlons. 

The Navy has ~imcd proposed 
alwrnHliver to Iines, sute Oepart- 
ment or tinvironnvenW Regulatkm 
ortIciala say. Nnw the e~‘@$’ h&s 
given the cofie ta Its lawyers ‘to 
MC& 3 court order to comcl the 
$onmental problems at May_ 

“The maln problem is the viola- 
tlons an recurring,” said A&win 
Patei, DER hamrdous waste super- 
visor In Jackswrtvillc. “Ewr~ Nme 
we go but IIWC, the problems are 
t.he same ag6ln end adsin.” 

Vlolnliorrs lrrcludc the Itn m r 
stu Pet fi nr hntfirdous mat&as ut 

Y! the avy sayr the problems have 
been taken care of. 

Mom w4l-known and longsland- 
p~~blarns with hazardous waste 

at Jecksonvllle and C&l 
pl_r ptlpnp BCC covered 

government hss any greater chance 
of success than prior casts sgalnsr 
tile federal $overmnenl ttyt lam 
guishei3 In the courts. 

Siiize a May diwcllve from DER 
&crel~ry Dale Twachtnnnn. Lhe 
state has sought “In-kind” contria 
butions from fedcrol agenciee that 
mutinely refuse to y fines to the 
stale and have rta led altempts to p” 
imoose fines through the cautts. 

Allen&Ives available lot settle- 
manta under ‘Ikrachtmann’e MRY 
awmo Include actions or programs 
“to do rromething that would bene- 
ftr the environment” beyond cor- 
rectltyt a violation. Fny said. 

For in&mce, a federal Rgency 
hllgld satisty the L)EIZ by providing 
addLIunhl trairri~~ Ln waste han- 
dllrrg for its staff at an expense 
greater than the prow-sod state 
fipe, Twa~l~l~mn~~ ~4. 

In August, the Navy told the DEH 
ihat federal law 81td policy prevcnt- 
cd: “an agreement . mat includes 
$@I or I_!-kjnd c!v_il penalties” at 
Mayport, Teylor said. 

But he Navy t&g .m comply with 
states’ envirollnrenral oolicies and I&II& and Pate1 said nniy &B- 

dnnnl. mirtur violations afe found 
at the two Westside bases. 

But at Mayport, the Navy pros 
posed an agreement without flnes 
or don&+ work to settle a UER cl- 
tatlon, said qmdr. Tim Taylor, a 
base ~tmkesman 

The resistann! at Mayport has led 
ClEfl to lefer the mattrr to il.6 gen- 
eral counsel .seek&lg a court order 
to cord the vlolatioru and pre- 
vent them In rhe futuq, said Erttte 
Fmy, D&R deputy ass&ant secre- 

In Jackmnvllle. 
% ngcncy lawyers will iLssaS3 
whether a suit amhst the ledera) 
k . - -* 

- I 

has kept “a good relerl~r~ship” with 
the DLR in trying to settle the dis- 
pute, Taylor said. 

VioletIons at Mayport. include im- 
ptoper storage and labrling of hat.- 
erdous materisls, Itledequatc train- 
ing for workers handling U\e sub* 
stances, E lack of regular Inspec- 
tlons ati storage OK some materials 
not covered by DER per$ts, Yab?l 
said. 

The bsss’s state war& pctrnlt al- 
lowed handling ol lead, but the 
presence of cadmium end chroml- 
urn, as well as nn apparent lenk of 

. 4 * 

ethylene glycol, violated the permit 
mnditinns. FateI Wd. .The Tnatcrl- 
nls result in p.art from stripping 
yalnt from chips. 

Taylor said all viot~tio~\s had 
been corrected by the time the 
Navy responded to the DER In hu- 
gust, except for expanding the per- 
mlt to include the substances omit- 
ted oarller. 

machUnnnn ssid he allowed “in- 
kjnd” 8cIlotts by ~nvlronmenlal ol- 
fenders cw an alLerrrative for DER 
field sgentS to ‘comer fedetal 
agcncles’ refusal Lo pay fines, 

‘qliey say they are Immune from 
paying fines,” Twachtmann sakd. 
“If they don’t wsnt Lo give IIS the 
‘money In that wiry Ifltrwl, nuke 
them glve us 1% times the money 
In In-kind work above and beyond 
lixing the problem. . . . Curiously 
enou& Cllesc things get done.:’ 

Frey said tire Navy has cooperet- 
ed wllh state environmental enlntc- 
era Ln pmbloms at other bases. par- 
tlcultirly at Jacksonville and Cecil 
Field nlval air scations. 5ut the 
Mayporc situation is dlllerent, he 
said. 

‘Tlrey were unwilling lo Ale kr 
any in-kInd settlcmcnt and were 
unwilling co settle for any kind of 
fine.” he ssld. 

“‘lihe violations cited nt Mayport 
ate much more maJot vialation6, 
and there are a lot more vlalations 
than at the other two base6 iin 
Jacksunvillcj,” PateI s8id. 

“Mayporl, llke the other two 
buses. Is trying to comply with the 
rcgulatlons, but they don’t hwe 
enougt~ manpower. But that doesn’t 
give them any rea6on not to com- 
ply.“ 
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